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DAVID’S PIECE
Welcome to the March edition of the Y.A.A.S. Newsletter.
THANK YOU to Kevin, Norman, Keller and Arthur for their contributions to this Issue.
From our Diary Dates section you will see that the Y.A.A.S. affiliated Societies and
Groups have been busy arranging Open Shows and Open Auctions etc. Please go along
and support as many of these events as you can as the organizers work so hard to put
these events on.
At this point, I remind all our readers that YOUR diary dates, articles, memories of
Y.A.A.S. events and folk, fish photographs, jokes, newspaper clippings and comments
are needed to fill the pages of YOUR Newsletter.
For all contributors my contact details are: Postal address - 16 Potter Hill, Pickering, North Yorkshire, YO18 8AA
Telephone - 01751 472715
E-mail – aquariumgazette@yahoo.com
Best wishes David Marshall
Next Newsletter - June, 2018
All Societies are sent two copies of the Newsletter. If more are required then they can be
supplied at cost plus postage.
News, views and opinions printed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Y.A.A.S. or the Editor.
FRONT COVER
Our cover photograph was taken by Kevin Webb and shows a courting pair of Betta falx.
The female is the fish at the top of the photograph.
You can read all about these amazing fish in this Issue.

NEWS DESK
A SAD START TO THE YEAR
Since our late December Newsletter went to print three well-known faces in Yorkshire
fishkeeping have, sadly, passed away. Jesse (who was 101 years old) of the NEYGBKA,
Stephen Moorhouse of Huddersfield Aquarist Society (who will be remembered for his
unique way of auctioneering at the Huddersfield, Halifax and Otley Open Shows) and
Dennis Marden of FAST (a true gentleman who was a ‘living history book’ of knowledge
about Ferrybridge) have all left us. All three contributed greatly to the aquarium hobby
and will be greatly missed by all who knew them.

THREE NEW SOCIETIES AFFILIATE TO THE YAAS
We welcome OASIS, Hartlepool A.S. and Derwentside A.S. to the YAAS.

OASIS AUCTION IS A BIG SUCCESS
Report by Norman Banks
On Sunday 18th February the Sunderland-based OASIS held their first Auction of the
year at Redhouse Community Centre, Sunderland.
The event drew an excellent audience of, mainly local, fishkeepers with vendors bringing
along 20 ‘lots’. Auctioneer Andy Flinn had a busy day with the Auction beginning at
11.30a.m. and ending at 3.00p.m.
The current resurgence of interest in livebearing fishes was clear to see with a variety of
wild-type and cultivated varieties offered for sale that included Liberty Mollies, Pin-tail
Platys, Golden Endlers, Simpson’s Red Swordtails and a whole host of Guppies.
On the catfish side, I cannot remember seeing so many colour varieties of Ancistrus go
through an Auction.
Although tropical freshwater species dominated the fish for sale there were a few
excellent coldwater species that appeared and these included Metallic Koi and Golden
Tench.
Away from the fish side, a whole host of aquarium accessories, aquarium magazines and
fish foods were offered for sale.
Well done to all at OASIS and their helpers from fellow Aquatic Groups for an excellent
day.

Something a little different as David shares with us his experiences of keeping a
fascinating labyrinth fish

THE WONDEROUS WORLD OF BETTA FALX
By David Marshall
Text adapted from an article that was first published in The Aquarium Gazette CD
Magazine Issue 51
Background
In 1998 Tan and Kottelat scientifically classified a small labyrinth fish that is endemic to
Sumatra, where it occurs in both the central province of Jambi and northerly region of
Utara, as Betta falx. In Latin falx means scythe and in relation to this Betta it alludes to
the continuous curved shape of the broad anal and caudal distal margins that is seen in the
male during pre-spawning displays.
Aquarium fish hobbyists had known this species since the early 1980’s. Knowing the area
from which aquarium stock had originated and realising that they had a fish in their
possession that was closely related to Betta picta, they traded the species under the name
of Betta picta ‘Sumatra’. The hobbyists were certainly on the right lines as Tan and
Kottelat noted that the main difference between falx and picta was that picta lacks the
very impressive greenish blue iridescent opercular scales that are a prominent feature in
falx.
To stop any confusion, I will refer to the fish in the article as Betta falx from now on.
A gift from Kevin
I clearly remember the day, in 1984, when my long-standing fishkeeping friend Kevin
Webb presented me with two pairs of Betta falx. Kevin told me that he had obtained
these F1 fish from a labyrinth fish breeder in Germany, that the males would grow a little
larger than the females (50mm against 40mm) and that I would find it easy to tell the
sexes apart as the males have a greater amount of iridescent scales on their heads and
more extended fins than the females. Kevin was right on all counts.
At the time my ‘fish house’ consisted of several aquariums that were situated over two
shelves in our kitchen. All of the aquariums had artificial lighting above them but were
also well illuminated by natural light that streamed in through a large south-facing
window. At the time the four Betta falx arrived with me I was heavily involved in the
linebreeding of Black Delta Guppies (Poecilia reticulata) so the only available ‘housing’
was for the little Betta’s to join a group of several female Guppies in a 60x30x30cm
aquarium. To my joy the mix worked.
The four Betta’s settled down very quickly. The aquarium had a substrate covering of
fine gravel, a good planting of mixed sized plants and a couple of slate caves. Our tap
water is hard and of a pH of over 8 straight from the tap so was not far from this value in
the aquarium. The water temperature was 26 C. Filtration was down to a corner box filter

that was supplemented with regular water changes. Flaked food, freeze-dried foods and
small-sized frozen foods were taken by all of the inhabitants.
My first thoughts were that Betta falx was a very drab looking fish and would never
really take-off in the aquarium hobby. However, such thoughts would soon be replaced
by the realization that here I had a very special labyrinth fish that would go on to give me
so many wonderous fish viewing and study moments.
Like a pack of lions
A few weeks after the four Betta falx had arrived, it became clear that the two females
had become the dominant fish in the aquarium. Watching the behaviour of the four falx
was like viewing that of a pride of lions in miniature.
The two females were extremely active and always searching for food items. Sometimes
they searched as a working pair and would follow each other around with one trying to
‘flush’ food from around the décor and the other one waiting to pounce on whatever her
‘sister’ had flushed out. But most of the time they worked alone. In contrast, the two
males took a much easier approach to life spending most of the day sitting atop the lowerbased flat leaves of plastic Amazon Sword plants. When I added food to the aquarium the
two females would immediately signal to the males that it was time for them to leave the
leaves and join them in the search for food.
Although no male Guppy was present in the aquarium all of the female Guppies had been
mated previously with a quality male. Thanks to the amazing superfoetation reproductive
method employed by these oviparous fish, the females had stored sperm in their bodies.
Without going through all the technical stuff this sperm can be used to fertilize eggs that
leads to tiny Guppy fry appearing in the aquarium at roughly 28-day intervals.
Fishkeepers know when the fry are due as the female Guppy develops a dark gravid spot
at the anal area. Although Betta falx and Guppies never cross paths in the wild the two,
female falx soon worked-out when Guppy fry were due. They would stalk the gravid
female but stay at a slight distance away from her while using the décor for cover. As
soon as a Guppy fry appeared it was immediately snatched by whichever female reached
the fry first. In contrast, the only Guppy fry taken by a male would be one that had
escaped the initial attack by the female falx’s before falling under the nose of one of the
males.
Before we move on, I will mention that although the four-labyrinth fish took Guppy fry
with great delight, they never harmed the body or fins of one adult female Guppy.
With time, the scene I have painted above would be repeated over and over again. As we
shall see, I had great fortune in taking the Betta falx to generations F2, F3 and F4 and two
males and two females from these generations would each have their turn to share the
aquarium with adult female Guppies.
Moonlight madness
However, with all the four generations of Betta falx that called this particular aquarium
home, one thing always turned the scene upside-down and this was something as simple
as moonlight filtering in through the south-facing window and illuminating the aquarium.
At this time, I never turned the aquarium lighting on but was able to shine a torch into the

aquarium without disturbing any activity and this allowed me to view everything that was
happening.
With the presence of moonlight, the dominant male would react by going into the frontleft corner of the aquarium. The sub-dominant male took-up a position in the front righthand corner. Both males flared their fins and made their bodies appear as large as
possible. The females would find this very attractive and make an approach. At this
point with the F2, F3 and F4 generations this would be all that was needed for the
females to choose a mate. The chosen pairs would play around for a while before a
spawning took place with the male wrapping his body around that of his female. As in
daytime spawnings, the females released eggs that were fertilised by the males. The
fertilised eggs were then secured on the anal fin of the male, with instinct instructing the
female to then throw her mouth towards the male’s anal fin and take any eggs into her
mouth. However, her job was not to orally incubate the eggs so she literally spat these
out for the male to catch. He now took on incubation duties. This process was repeated
until the female had no more eggs to release and/or the male could not fit anymore eggs
into his mouth. With his mouth ‘puffed out’ the male resembled a frog.
With the F1 pairs things were not as easy for the males. The females played a game in
which they resisted all the early efforts to spawn. Flaring fins were not enough so the
two males had to resort to a resource that ‘shocked’ me the first-time it happened. You
are probably thinking that the two males took to aggression but no, they suddenly began a
‘croaking match’. The dominant male began the match and his rival followed. I have
never heard such a deep and audible noise, which carried over the room, from this or any
other aquarium in the house. The male falx that made the loudest sound was the first to
get into the spawning act with a now very impressed female willing to go into a spawning
embrace.
Before we go any further, it needs to be mentioned that at the time there were no other
fish species, such as Botinae or Black Jaguar Catfish, that are known to make audible
noise present in any aquarium over the two shelves.
Back in the mid-1980’s, the Betta species known at the time were rarely mentioned, with
the exception of splendens, in aquarium textbooks so I just took it as a matter of course
that some species of Betta had males that attracted their females to spawn through
croaking. Today I know better and this may be a feature unique to male falx? But for
this to happen the males have to be pushed to their limit and when the same F1 pairs
spawned in daylight hours the females made the work of the males easier so a croaking
match only happened in the stimulation of moonlight madness. It also only happened
with the F1 males.
Raising the youngsters
When males of the F1, F2 and F3 were orally incubating eggs/fry from moonlight
spawnings they always carried their young to full term - which rarely happened with

spawnings that happened during daylight hours. After between 12 and 16 days the males
released their fry, or rather they usually threw them out of their mouths in one go.
Always an amazing sight to witness.
I removed the fry to a separate aquarium. The fully-formed fry would take brineshrimp
from the start before moving onto crushed flaked food. I brought along so many
youngsters that a number of members of the Ryedale Aquarist Society and other friends
came to see them and went home with young pairs.
However, all good things come to an end. Although the F4 pairs went through both
daylight and moonlight spawnings not one male carried young to term. A number of
years later and another friend, Ian Mitchell of the AAGB, gave me several pairs of Betta
falx. I had these fish in an aquarium in my proper fish house for the length of their
natural lives but they never went through even a courting stage. Perhaps these fish are
more carefree in an aquarium in a busy household room?
Conclusion
Betta falx may not be the most beautiful members of their genus but they can be
wondrous aquarium fish to observe. Seeing them establish a miniature pride is amazing
with the females totally in charge. Watching how moonlight turns the picture upsidedown can be very unexpected. When males carry fry to full-term, I always found the fry
to be easy to feed and raise.

FUN TIME
As we are getting close to Easter here are a few seasonal jokes: What fish do Russian royalty eat at Easter?
Tsardines!
Why didn't the Easter egg cross the road?
Because he wasn't a chicken yet!
Why did the whale cross the road at Easter?
To get to the other tide!
What did the soggy Easter Bunny use to rid his fur of water?
A hare-dryer!
How does the Easter Bunny stay fit?
Through eggs-ercise and hare-robics!

DIARY DATES
With thanks to Arthur Kenworthy and Keller Hardy
Monday 12th March - Sheaf Valley A.S. will be hosting ‘An evening with Mark Breeze’.
Mark will be sharing his vast knowledge on the subject of Neotropical Dwarf Cichlids
with the audience. Members of YAAS Affiliated Societies are welcome to attend. The
venue will be The Phoenix Pub, Greengate Lane, High Green, Sheffield S35 3GS.
7.30p.m. start.
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th April - AAGB Members Weekend, Ibis Hotel, Moorhead
Way, Bramley, Rotherham, S66 1YY. Guest speakers over the weekend include David
Armitage and Paul Jordan. Labyrinth fish Open Show. Auction of labyrinth fishes.
Please note that you need to be a member in order to attend.
Sunday 22nd April - Sheaf Valley A.S. Auction, The Rockingham Centre, Sheffield Road,
Hoyland Common, Barnsley, S. Yorks. S74 0PY Doors open at 11am Auction starts at
1pm prompt. For further details phone 07584057979.
Sunday 29th April - Ryedale Aquarist Society Open Show & Auction, Kirby
Misperton Village Hall, Malton, North Yorkshire YO17 6XN. Doors open at 10.00a.m.
For further details phone 01751 472715.
Sunday 13th May Bradford ADAS Spring Open Show & Auction, Bradford Academy,
Lister Ave., Bradford BD4 7QT. For further details phone 01274 871822.
Sunday 20th May - Ashby Fishkeepers Open Show & Auction, Bottesford Yaddlethorpe
Village Hall, Scunthorpe DN16 3SN
Sunday 3rd June - Select Open Show and Auction, Lodge Moor Community Centre, 45
Minster Road, Scunthorpe, DN15 7EP. For further details phone 07806 780964.
Sunday 1st July - YAAS Open Show, The Village Hall, Stockton-on-the Forest, York
YO32 9UJ
Sunday 8th July - Castleford A.S. Catfish & Loach Open Show & Auction of catfishes
and loaches only. Lock Lane Centre, Back William Street, Castleford WF10 2LW. For
further details phone 07833400924.
Sunday 22nd July - NEYGBKA Killifish Open Show & Auction of killies only,
Wigginton Memorial Hall, York.
Sunday 5th August - STAMPS Open Show & Auction, Charles Young Centre, South
Shields. Rules and standards to be confirmed.

Sunday 12th August - Friends of Yorkshire Open Show and Auction, The Village Hall,
Stockton-on-the Forest, York YO32 9UJ
Saturday 15th September - YAAS Delegates Meeting, Bradford Academy. 1.00p.m start.
Sunday 23rd September - Sheaf Valley A.S. Open Show & Auction, The Rockingham
Centre, Sheffield Road, Hoyland Common, Barnsley, S. Yorks. S74 0PY.
Sunday 7th October - Castleford A.S. Open Show & Auction, Lock Lane Centre, Back
William Street, Castleford WF10 2LW
Sunday 18th November - OASIS Auction, Redhouse Community Centre, Sunderland.
11.30a.m. start.

